Kemper County School District Searching for Students with Disabilities
Kemper County School District is participating in an ongoing effort to identify, locate, and evaluate children from birth through twenty-one who are suspected of having a disability and may need special education and related services. This includes children with disabilities residing in Kemper County who are homeless children or are wards of the State and children with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity of their disability.  Research indicates that early identification is essential to the growth and development of children with special needs. Information obtained from parents and other agencies are useful in determining present and future program needs for disabled children. The ultimate goal of the Kemper County School District is to provide a free and appropriate public education for all children with a disability.

Any individual, who knows of a child in the Kemper County School District with a disability and is not presently being served, should contact Amanda Hailey, Special Education Director and Child Find Coordinator, at 601-743-5125.  Hailey is responsible for conducting an annual publicity campaign, contacting agencies, coordinating disability referrals, and initiating the evaluation process for in-school and out-of-school children who may need special education services. She is also responsible for ensuring that the Child Find procedures mandated by the Mississippi Department of Education are implemented and followed in a timely manner.

Once all the information has been obtained from the referral stage, a comprehensive evaluation is conducted by qualified personnel and will include administering an achievement, intelligence, and other appropriate tests that would be necessary for determining eligibility. After eligibility has been determined by the district's Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team, the child is placed in an appropriate special education program according to the individual needs of the child.

Information identifying the individual will be maintained by the school district and will be provided to other agencies in accordance with the Family Rights Privacy Act. Parents are guaranteed the right to examine documents concerning the identification, evaluation, and educational placement of their children. Access to this information is forbidden to any unauthorized person without written parental permission.

Programs are offered for Autism, Deaf-Blind, Developmentally Delayed, Emotional Disability, Hearing Impairment, Intellectual Disability, Language Speech Impairment, Multiple Disabilities, Other Health Impairment, Orthopedic Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Traumatic Brain Injury, and Visually Impaired.

For additional information concerning referring students with disabilities, contact Amanda Hailey who is the Special Education Director and Child Find Coordinator. She can be reached at Post Office Box 219, DeKalb, MS 39328 or by telephone at 
601-743-5125. 
